


































































































































CHAPTER 3 GLOBAL MET SYSTEMS: A SURVEY 

CHAPTER 3 

GLOBAL MARITIME EDUCATION AND TRAINING SYSTEMS: A 

SURVEY 

3.1 Background to global maritime education and training 

As we have seen in Chapter 2, the international shipping industry is subjected to a range of 

internationally agreed standards covering all aspects of ship operations, safety and protection 

of the environment. Most conventions and codes affecting global competency standards of 

seafarers today are of relatively recent origin, having been enacted over the past 25 years. 

Codes of maritime law have been around for many years, often enacted by the maritime City 

States to protect their trade and cargoes. In the eighteenth century many shipmasters and 

mates were required to comply with codes of law that had been established by merchants who 

held sway in the Hanseatic League city ports. The recent celebration in 1999 by the Hamburg 

Nautical School of its 250th anniversary is one example of the long history behind the 

training of masters and mates. Navigation schools were established that incorporated both 

academic and nautical subjects. By the time of Captain Cook's explorations in the latter part 

of the 18th century great advances had been made in astronomical fixing and many good 

nautical schools were established. Text books were written and skills in the use of 

instruments such as the sextant, the chronometer and log became necessary in order to 

command a vessel. These were the days of self regulation, an early example being the East 

India Company which established its own system of training and examination for its officers. 

Maritime Education and Training systems have thus evolved from old traditions and ways, 

influenced in the main by European countries such as Germany, the Netherlands, France, 

Spain and Portugal on the one hand, and by the British system on the other hand, mostly as a 

result of colonial expansion and influence in the 19th 
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