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INTRODUCTION

Along with the introduction of a democratic political dispensation in 1994, South Africa has
been overhauling its existing education system by gradually phasing in an Outcomes-Based
Education (OBE) approach to teaching and leaming through Curriculum 2005 (C2005). This
bold step was in line with international trends—moving away from the content-driven
curriculum emphasising examination results and moving towards an emphasis on facilitating
life-long leaming (Department of Education, 1997).

Past research indicates that difficulties in implementing the new curriculum could be the
result of under-resourced schools and inadequately trained teachers (Chisholm et al., 2000).
The present research, conducted in the Limpopo Province — one of the poorest provinces in
South Africa — was initiated to establish the extent to which schooklevel factors (eg.,
resources and principal support) impact on the implementation of the new curriculum, This
paper reports the initia) phase of the study, during which a questionnaire was designed and

validated to assess schoolklevet factors likely to influence the implementation of OBE in the
South African context.

OBJECTIVES

1. To develop and validate a questionnaire to assess teachers’ perceptions of the schootlevel
environment as a measure of readiness to implement and support Outcomes-Based
Education in South Africa.

2. To examine teachers’ perceptions of the actual and preferred school level environment in
high schools in South Africa.

3. To investigate whether teachers involved in OBE perceive the leaming environment
differently from teachers not invalved in OBE.

BACKGROUND AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The present study examined teachers’ perceptions of their schooklevel environment and its
influence on the implementation of Outcomes-Based Education {OBE). The leaming
environment or climate is widely acknowledged as a vital aspect of the life of an organisation
or school (Fraser, 1998). The influence of the learning environment on the education process
has received a great deal of attention, and there has been much progress in the
conceptualisation and assessment of leamning environments (Fraser, 1994, 1998), Whilst
different qualitative and quantitative approaches have been used in conducting research in the
field of lcaming environments, the use of questionnaires to assess students’ perceptions has
been the predominant method,
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