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CHAPTER THREE

RESTORING

THE RIGHTS OF ASYLUM

SEEKHRS IN AUSTRALIA

LINDA BRISKMAN

Australia’s policy of in
bolted in 1992 and applie

without authorisation. The

Introduction

Jefinitc mandatory detention was legislatively
H to all asylum seekers arriving in Australia
detention camps have included those located

hundreds of miles from Australian cities and on the far-flung Pacific island
of Nauru. On Christmas Isiand, 2,600 kilometres from Perth, an imposing

maximum-security centre n

bw houses asylum seckers.

The policy has been shown by many analysts to be in breach of

international human righ

standards of decency. It is i

s standards, international conventions and
In these centres that asylum seekers are reduced

to what Agamben (1998) refers to as “bare life”. Asylum secker hysteria

emerged in the late 1990s

York on 11 September 200
unashamedly fused asylum

The majority of those lock

usually arriving by boat, an

appealed their decisions an
to their countries of origin.

in Australian government |

were suspected of being
people locked up in the I

about what a government

but was exacerbated after the attacks in New
1, as the government and sections of the media
seeking with terrorism for political purposes.
bd away were from Afghanistan, Iran and Iraq,
d many remained in detention for years as they
H justifiably resisted the pressure to be returned
Prominent QC Julian Burnside raises a paradox
holicy whereby those held in Guantanamo Bay
Taliban or Al-Qaeda supporters whereas the
lauru detention facility were fleeing from the

riven by ideological zcealotry is prepared to do

Taliban and Al-Qaeda. U:Jlng this example, Burnside illustrales his point

il'it can get away with it (
Particularly disturbing

urnside 2006).
is that the detention centres sprang up in a

nation that proclaims adherence to the rule ol law and is a land of

abundance. As Whyte sug
appeared not in the midst ¢

pests (2003, p. 10), “the detention centres have

f a totalitarian regime — whether in the form of
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