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their pride as West A li is compl y with an ardent loyalty to Australian
nationhood, The end of another hundred years — no matter what vicissitudes of fortune may
intervene — will find this State great and prosperous, the home of happy and united people,
stimulated by high tradition, qualified by inherited character, and determined in love and
patriotism, to hand on the choicest fruits of liberty.”

The cultural mix of Western Australians today extends beyond the ‘British race’. It is
enriched by migrants from many different nations, and optimism and belief in improvement
remain. Patriotism and the defence of liberty also continue, as does the ability to respond to
adversity. While being strong supporters of the Commonwealth, Western Australians
displayed angst about centralisation and taxation when the proposed Resources Anti-Mining
Tax stirred action with public rallies on the banks of the Swan River in 2010.

While the early British settlers struggled against the hostile environment and an unfamiliar
setting, they replicated a number of institutions from Britain which provided the basis for the
colony to flourish. It was not simply the various commodities that have made the state so rich
and prosperous. From sandalwood to iron ore, the accumulation of wealth and the
establishment of a stable political environment have facilitated investment and surpluses,
Indeed, geographically and geologically, Western Australia is not unique. Many African
nations have greater mineral and biological wealth, but seem to wander from military
dictatorship to lawlessness, without sustaining a viable society. What makes Westem
Australia successful is its direct link to British institutions, and the introduction of thess
ideas, institutions and practices to the Western third of this continent.

Historian James Belich argues that one of the strengths of English-speaking settler societies
lies in their ability to ‘clone’ and break up into smaller, representative regions or zones.” A
closer reading of history would surprise many people who today believe that the current
Australian states are the end point of governance arrangements. Should circumstances have
been different, what is now Western Australia could be composed of many different states
and/or territories. We see this evolution in the calls from the Northem Territory for statehood.

of a Premier or Governor today, he worked within a system where his power was limited by
conventions which, in a modified version, remain today. The strength of the society created
in 1829 is its ability to adapt and continuously be enriched, and it benefits from a number of
foundational concepts around man’s place in the universe and his desire to enjoy freedom
The beauty of these ideas and institutions is their ability to last beyond kings, queens,
presidents, prime ministers, empires and even epochs. )

? Sir Hal Colebatch (ed), A Story of @ Hundred Years: Western Australia 18291929 (1929) 476, A
*  James Belich, Replenishing the Earth: The Settler Revolution and the Rise of the Anglo-World 17831558
(2009) 165. 3

In 1829, Captain Stirling established and, for a little over three years, administered the Swan
River scttlement. While he had a number of executive responsibilities far broader than those
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In this context, there are at least two opposing understandings of ‘law’, First, there are those
who argue that preeminent princi

ples or rules exist independently of the lawmaker, On this
view, the successes of our Western Civilisation are largely due to the acceptance,
maintenance and implementation, by successive generations, of moral rules and values which SNCLAIR Davipson*
derive from God or are inherent in the notion of a human being, This understanding of law is
embedded in the ‘natural law’ tradition, This tradition has always maintained the inadequacy
of “law’ which associates legality solely with formal validating criteria such as a ruler’s 1

express will or a judge’s authoritative determination. The tradition, in general, has sought to nproved the p
test enacted law against objective moral criteria. In doing so, it has undoubtedly curtailed the nor historical exy
excessive use and abuse of governmental power in the West.

THE LiMiTs OF PROPERTY AND FREEDON

Second, there are those who see law
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merely as the imposed will of a legislator or judge. This UM requiris, circumspice, apter Ween's
understanding of law denies the existence of preeminent principles or rules. It embraces 1

philosophy of relativism, which assumes that people have only those rights which are
allocated to them by policy-makers and trendsetters, whether they are legislators or judges, e
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