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ABSTRACT

TheBangladeshi folkloreculturalheritageembracesmyriadproverbs,adages, sayings, folktales,
andfolksongs,includingthesongsoftheBaulmysticminstrels.Manyarelinkedtovariousaspects
ofagriculture–fromtillingtoharvest,storageofyields,andconsumption.Thepaperdrawsonthis
folklore to develop the concept of traditional sustainability accounting in agriculture. Although
without formal quantification, these proverbs and songs guide agricultural practices in rural
Bangladeshmaintainingasocio-economicsystemthatpromotessustainableactivities,counteracts
thedamagecausedbythe1970GreenRevolution,andencouragesustainabilityaccounting.Inrecent
years,BangladeshhasachievedmanyoftheMillenniumDevelopmentGoalsbuthasalsowitnessed
environmentaldeterioration.Anagro-ecologicalmanagementinformedbyfolkloreandtraditional
wisdomhasthepotentialtotransformthecountry’sprogressalongthelinesoftheUNSustainable
DevelopmentGoals.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Beingacomplexphenomenon,folkormassculturewascreatedduringpre-industrialtimesthrough
face-to-facepersonalinteractionsintheorganicvillagecommunitiesofsmall-scale,predominantly
agrariansocietieswherecommunicationsweremainlyoral-aural,visual,direct,sharedandenjoyed
bymostpeople(Briggs,1990).Thispopularculturedevelopedalargebodyofsharedknowledgeand
beliefsthroughvernacularexpressionsaswellaspracticesdescribedbytheterm“folklore”.Although
thereisnotoneclear-cutdefinitionoffolklore,whatisrepresentsorcomprises(Bendix&Hasan-
Rokem,2012),thereiswide-spreadunderstandingthatitissharedbyagroupofpeoplewhoshare
somecommoncharacteristics,suchasbelongingtoaparticularethnic,national,religiousorspiritual
community.AccordingtoBauman(1990),folkloreisrecognizedforitsdurabilityandsocialefficacy.
Albala(2013)pointsouttheimportanceoffolkloreinanthropology,religiousstudies,literature,arts
andmostotherhumanitiesdisciplinesaswellasforpublicpolicy,communitydevelopment,social
justice,culturalinterpretationandeducation.

Inmanyindustrializedsocietiesfolkloremightseemtohavelostitssocialimportanceandmay
appeartobeanachronisticorbelongingtothepast.Therearehowevermanycommunitiesaroundthe
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globewhichcontinuetomaintainagriculturaleconomiescombiningtraditionalpracticeswithmodern
sustainableagro-ecosystemsandagro-forestryproductionsystems.Their folkcultureencourages
sustainablepracticessuitedtothelocalconditionsandwhichhaveevolvedandarebeingmaintained
asapartoftheirculturaltraditionandidentity.RuralBangladeshissuchanexamplewhereunwritten
storiesandtales,proverbsandwisdomsayings,folkandspiritualsongs,beliefsinmythsandlegends,
adagesandriddlestogetherwithmanyotherexpressionsoffolklorecontinuetobecreated,believed,
valuedandusedbythefolkmasses.TheBauls–saintlymendicants,mostlyunletteredsinginggurus,
areverypopularinruralBangladeshandtheirpoetic,musicalandphilosophicaltalentisoftenseenas
beingattherootoftheBengalifolkculture(Hossain,1991;Hossain&Marinova,2009a).Combining
principlesfromHinduismandIslam(Chaudhury,2013)aswellasChristianity,Buddhismandany
otherspiritualpath(King,2008),theBaulsareuniqueinsocio-religioussyncretization.Thefamous
LalonFakir“usedtosaythat…theonlyreligionhebelievedinwashumanism”(Chaudhury,2013,
p.5).In2005,theBaulswererecognizedbyUNESCO(2008)aspartoftheintangibleheritageof
humanityastheyhavebeeninfluencingthepopularcultureofBangladeshforcenturies.

Becauseoftheirlifestyleandexperience,theBangladeshiruralpeoplerelymoreontheguiding
messagesembeddedintheirfolklorewithwhichtheyarefamiliar,thanonmodernknowledgeto
whichtheyhavemorelimitedaccess.Beinganinherentlyoraltradition,folkloreistransmittedfrom
onegenerationtoanother.Itofferscommonperspectivesandallowspeoplewithdiversebackgrounds
andoccupationstoliveinsocio-culturalunity.

Averygoodexampleofthisisfoodanditsproductionthroughagriculture(Albala,2013).This
paperexploresthelinkbetweenfolklore,agricultureandtraditionalsustainabilityaccounting.Food
productionisrequiredforhumansurvivalbutagricultureisalsothefoundationofthenationalcultureof
Bangladesh.Thefollowingproverbsclearlystatetheselinks:“Noculturewithoutagriculture”1;“There
isnolivingculturewherethereisnoagriculture”2and“Asisanation’sdependenceonagriculture,
soisthedynamicstrengthofitsculture”3.Thiskindofproverbialwisdomsendspowerfulmessages
notonlyaboutthesynergybetweencultureandagriculturebutalsothatfoodproductionneedsto
bestrongandmaintainedinordertosustainBangladesh.Itputsagricultureatthecoreofthelong-
termdevelopmentofBangladeshandlinksthistofuturegoalsandaspirations.Theremainderofthe
paperdrawsonfolkloretoconveythelinksbetweenagricultureandpopularwisdom,accountingfor
sustainabilityanddevelopmentgoalsforBangladesh.

FoLKLoRe ANd AGRICULTURAL PRACTICeS

Notonlyarecultureandagriculturefromasimilarlinguisticrootbutcultivationalsocomesfrom
thepastparticiplecultusofthesameLatinverbcolerewhichmeans“totill,cultivate,dwell,inhabit,
worship” (Brosius, 2001, p. 114) or simply “to cultivate” (Google Translate, 2016). According
toZimmermann (2015),colere refers to tending to theearthandgrowing. It also includescare,
reverenceandadoration(Brosius,2001).Withtheirsoulstirringsongs,theBaulswhoaresimple,
natural,unembellished,rootedinthesoilenvironmentalistsintheirbeliefsandpractice,takethefolk
listenersclosetonature.ABaulsongalsolinkscultureandagriculturetonatureandsustainability:
“Agriculturecausesculture–pleaseunderstandthis;andcultureupholdsthesustainabilityofsoil,
water,airandbiodiversity”4.

Bangladeshisacountryhighlydependentonagriculture.Agriculturalproducesаrеnotonlythe
mainsourceoffood,butalsotheinputstomanyindustrialandcommercialactivitiesforthecountry’s
ruralpeople.Manytradespeoplewhomakeorrepairthediverseagriculturalgearsarealsodirectly
andindirectlyinvolvedanddependentonfarming.Thefarmerstogetherallworkersintheruralareas,
includingcarpenters,blacksmiths,weavers,producersofedibleoil,barbersandcraftspeople,are
creators,practitionersandsustainersoffolklore.Astheentireprocessofcropproductiondepends
onfavourableclimaticvariablesassociatedwithrainfallandsunshine,theconditionofthesoiland
availabilityofwater,manyfolksongs,folktales,proverbsandadageslinktheecologicalenvironment
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toagriculturaltechniques,suchastilling,harvesting,storageofyieldsandconsumptionrules.For
example,Khonar(referredtoalsoastheKhona)isamythicalwomanwhoadvisesthefarmersabout
whatshouldbedoneandwhatnot.

TheagriculturalfolkloreoftheKhonawascomposedathousandyearago,butstillguidesthe
farmersintheirpractices(Table1includesexamplesfromtheKhona’sfolklore5).Contemporary
agricultural techniquesalsoacknowledge theKhona’sadages (Bachon)asappropriateaswellas
thewisdomofRabon6.TheKhonaandRabonaremysticalpeopleandtheiradagesarepartofthe
traditionalecologicalknowledgeofBangladeshwhichtheruralfolkscontinuetosustain.

Folklore is dynamic and not only maintained but constantly being created and recreated in
responsetopresentdayinfluences.Thisisparticularlythecasewithagriculturewherethepressures
oftheGreenRevolutionofthe1970shavetriggeredunsustainableuseofresourcesandnegatively
impactedrurallivelihoods(Shiva,2016).Aswithmanytraditionalcommunitiesaroundtheglobe,in
ordertosurviveruralfolksinBangladeshhave“toadjusttothepressureofchange,reinforcetrueand
privateenvironments,incorporateandmodifyforeignculturalelementstomakethemtheirs”(Silva,
2001,p.303).Theyneedtomaintain“thelong-termproductivityofthesysteminanenvironmentally
conservingandsafemannercoupledwitheconomicviability,socialjustice,andequityforthegrower”
(Raman,2006,p.xvii).

Therearemanypresent-dayfolkloreteachingsthatrelatetoagricultureandculture.Forexample,
BaulguruAzizFakirsaysthatasmono-croppingdestroysfertility,productivityandsoilresilience,
sodoesthemonosociety.Amonosocietydoesnotpracticediversesocialactivities,socialityand
spirituality.Bycomparison,asmulti-croppingsystemscanbenefit the soil,productivityand the
environment,amulticultural societycangenerate socialharmony,cohesion, resilienceandunity
amidstdiversity.

TRAdITIoNAL SUSTAINABILITy ACCoUNTING IN AGRICULTURe

Asacontemporaryacademicdisciplineandpractice,accountingreportsmainlyquantitativelyon“a
particularaspectofhumanactivity,mainlyfromafinancial,businessoreconomicperspective”(Khan
etal.,2016).Accountingcanalsobeunderstoodasaninformationsystemwhichdescribesincreases
anddecreasesinresourcesrepresentedasfinancialtransactions(Doğanetal.,2013).Sustainability
accounting,previouslyknownascorporatesocialreporting,socialandenvironmentalaccountingand
corporatesocialdisclosure(Tilt,2007)emergedtwentyyearsagoasaformofreleaseofnon-financial
orhybrid(monetaryandphysical)information(OECD,2004).Morerecently,theexpectationsarefor
sustainabilityaccountingtoreportonhumanactivitiesrelatedtoeconomicperformanceaswellasto
thestateofenvironmentalhealthandwellbeingofsocietyasawhole(Khanetal.,2016).Someseeit
asapragmaticimperativeandatoolwhichintegratesavarietyofinformationleadingtobehavioural
changes(Schaltegger&Burritt,2010).Apreviousanalysisofthetraditionalknowledgeandwisdom
oftheBaulsgeneratedanewinterpretationofsustainabilityreportingwhichisusuallydonealong
thelinesofintegratingeconomic,environmentalandsocialaspects,namelymodestyinconsumption,
kindnesstowardsthenon-humanworldandresiliencetocopeandwithstandchanges,calamitiesand
shocks(Khanetal.,2015).Thispaperexploresfurthertheroleoffolkloreinmaintainingsustainability
accountinginagriculture–themostubiquitousandimportanthumanactivity(Raman,2006,p.1).

WhileinthedevelopedWest,folkloremaybeseenasremainsfromoldpre-industrialculturethat
continuetoexistintheless-educatedlowersectionsofsociety(Noyes,2012),fromasustainability
perspectiveitrepresentsthemostenduringtraditionalknowledgethatcaninformpast,presentand
futuregenerations.Thiscontinuityofsharedvaluesandpracticesisparticularlyimportantinorder
tounderstandtheimportanceofsustainabilityaccountingintermsofreportingactivitiesthatsupport
self-relianceandrespectfornatureandallitsbeings.

Agriculturalsustainabilityaccountingdealsprimarilywith the issueof foodsecurityfor the
farmersandtheremainingpopulationofBangladeshinrelationtoarangeofconditionsthatcould
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influence related activities of production, storage, processing, transportation and distribution.
Countlessfolkloricproverbs,adages,wisdom,folktales,folksongsandchants,includingBaulsongs,
arelinkedtothevariousaspectsofagriculturalmanagementandaccounting.Thewaytheydealwith
theseissueshoweverisnotthroughquantitativereportingbutthroughguidance.Kahnetal.(2015;
2016)summarizedtheseguidanceintosustainabilityaccountingvalueprincipleswhichcanpotentially
createadifferenteconomyandagriculturalproduction–“onethatcanrestoreecosystemsandprotect
theenvironmentwhilebringingforthinnovation,prosperity,meaningfulworkandtruesecurity”(Khan
etal.,2016).Thesevalueprinciplesare:kindness–usingwithoutdestruction,modesty–consuming
lesstosaveforothers,andresilience–beingself-reliantandstrongtoovercomeadversities.

Kindness in Agriculture
Thekindnessprincipleappliedtoagriculturereferstothewaytheresourcesoftheplanet–itssoil,
water,sun,floraandfauna,areusedforfoodproductiontosustainhumanlife.Technologiesand
knowledgeplayamajorpartinfoodproduction.Forexample,thetechnologiesoftheagricultural

Table 1. Examples of the Khona’s and Rabon’s agricultural folklore

English Bangla

Do

Whenplantingmangoandjackfruitseeds,thefarmers
canrelax.Theyrequirefertilizeronlytwiceayearin
ordertogivehighyields.

Amkathalrue,thakgechashishue.Bosoreduibardibishar,
dekhbitobefolerbahar.

Raboncallspeopletoplantbananasinthemonthsof
JuneandJuly.Afterplanting360plants,thefamercan
sleepathome.

Dakdiebolerabon,kolalagabiAsharsrabon.Tinsotoshat
kolarue,thakogrihasthaghareshue.

Plantbananatreesat18inchesdepthandevery4
meters.Thisisthebestmethod.

Athathontorekhatkhai,kolapothgechashibhai.Dhorle
pokadibichai,ercheyevaloupainai.

Deeptillingwithastrongoxenfulfillsthefarmer’s
expectation.

Shobolgorurgovirchash,tatepurechashaash.

Buildthehousenottoohigh,buyasmallsizecow,
marryadark-complexionwoman,allthesearegood
forthepeasant.

Gharbadhokhato,gaikinochhoto.Boukorokalo,taigrihaster
valo.

Do not do

Afterplantingabananatree,nevercutitsleaves. Kolaruenakatopath,tateikaportateibhat.

AfterplantingbananasinthemonthofAugust,Rabon
thefarmersufferedaheavyloss.

Vadramasheruekola,Sobongsemolorabonshala.

Farmerswhousecattlefortillinginafullmoonanda
darkmoon,theircattlewouldsufferfromrheumatism
–Khonastronglywarnsaboutit.

PurnimaAmayajedhorehal,tardukkhachirokal.Tarboloder
hoybath,ghoretarthakenahath.Khonaboleshunobani,je
choshetarhobehani.

Thosewhotillthelandwithashe-cow,wouldsuffer
fromlifelongpoverty.

Gaidieboheha,tardukkhachirokal.

Advice

Riceproductionisdoubleifplantedinthefirst
rainduring–March–April.Ifpotol(avegetable)is
plantedinFebruary,itsproductionwouldbedouble.

Baishakherprothomjole,Ausdhandigunfole.Bunlepotol
falgune,pholbaredigune.

Radishrequires16timestillingofland,cotton
requireshalfofthis,ricerequireshalfthetillingof
cotton,andnotillingisrequiredforbetelleaves.

Sholochasemula,tarordhektula,tarordhekdhan,binachashe
pan.

Source: (Faruq & Lucky, 1995)
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GreenRevolutionintroducedbytheindustrializedcountriesinBangladesh,includinghigh-yielding
varietiesofriceandothergrains,hybridizedseeds,intensiveuseofirrigation,non-organicfertilizers
and synthetic pesticides (Farmer, 1986), largely overshadowed the local agricultural accounting
practices.Theycreatedmajorchangesinthenaturalecosystemsandagrarianstructures.Inmany
ways,theGreenRevolutionnotonlydisregardedthefolkloricwisdomofruralBangladeshbutalso
brokedownlong-lastingtraditions.AccordingtoShiva(1993,p.63):

For 10,000 years, farmers and peasants had produced their own seeds, on their own land, the best 
seeds, storing them, replanting them, and letting nature take its course in the renewal and enrichment of 
life. GR plant breeding strategies of maintaining and enriching genetic diversity and self-renewability 
of crops were substituted by new breeding strategies of uniformity and non-renewability, aimed 
primarily at increasing transnational profits and First World control over the genetic resources of 
the Third World. 

TheGreenRevolutionreplacedtraditionalsustainabilityaccountingwithmodernagricultural
practicesthatpromisedandshowedalotinitiallybutwerenotabletosustainthehigheryieldswithout
compromisingtheecology(Siddiquietal.,2016).Thesetechnologieswerenotkind,butviolentto
theenvironmentandotherspecies;theywerenotkindtoruralBangladeshipeopleeither.TheGreen
Revolutionmethodsandtechnologiescannotcompetewiththequalityofcrops,suchasrice,wheat
pulse,maizeorjute,intermsofresistancetodiseases,paste,salinityanddroughtaswellasinquality
intasteandcontentofnutrients(Shiva,2016).Theyenticedthefarmerstoabandontraditionalpractices
replacingthemwithintensiveapplicationofmechanicalcultivation,clearingofforestland,extraction
ofundergroundwaterforirrigation,applicationofchemicalfertilizersandhighlytoxicinsecticides,
pesticidesandherbicidesaswellastheuseofwater-intensivemono-cropping.

Thefutureofagricultureincountries,suchasBangladeshisnotincompletelydenyingtheGreen
Revolutionbut incombining traditionalpracticeswithmodernsustainablesolutions (Hatfield&
Karlen,1994).Bothnovelandtraditionalapplicationsneedtoprovideaholisticapproachtotheland.
TheKhonaasthetraditionalagriculturalsciencetranslatedthroughfolkloreismeanttoensurethe
long-termsustainabilityofagriculture.Newagriculturalfolklore,especiallyfolksongs,isemerging
composedbyspiritualleaders,suchastheBaulphilosophers,encouragingruralpeopletoreturnto
traditionalagriculturalknowledge.AnexampleisHarunBaul’ssong:

Do not do modern farming, 
it is not sustainable, 
return to Khona’s knowledge, 
it is incomparable7.

The Bangladesh agricultural scientists are now re-adopting the folklore-based agricultural
accountingwisdom.AmostnotableexampleofthisisIntegratedPestManagement(IPM),whichis
largelybasedonlocalknowledgeandrepresentsascientificinnovativeapproachtopestmanagement.
Thevalueprincipleofkindnessinspirestraditionalruralsocietiestorecognizetheimportanceof
naturalbiosystemsinprovidinganecologicallyself-reliantlifestyle(Hossain&Marinova,2009b).

This is also the pathway that can reverse the culture of destruction of nature and society
(Hossainetal.,2014).Bangladesh,includingthecountry’spoorestpeople,areoftenexposedtohigh
environmentalrisk,includingclimaterelatedcalamities.Theirhoweverpossessrichenvironmental
values,kindnessandrespectfornature.Infact,acomparativestudyshowsthattheenvironmental
valuesoftheBangladeshpopulationarehigherthaninotherpartsoftheworld(Ngwenya,2015)
andthecountry’sruralpeoplepracticesustainabilityaccountingguidedbythevalueprincipleof
kindness.AsLalonFakirsings:
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Do not proceed through conjectural path. It has fatal pitfalls.
Identifying a sustainable path, proceed diligently.
Intention results in right or wrong.
Sail on a boat of commitment, and go ahead to overcome adversities.
Lalon says, you can then accomplish your goal8.

Modesty in Agriculture
Conventional agricultural accounting “primarily records financial and monetary transactions
throughoutagriculturalactivities”(Doğanetal.,2013,p.108)andultimatelyaimsatassistingstrategies
thatpromoteincreasedfoodproductionandavoiddeclineorlossofproduce.Generally,accounting
usessophisticatedinformationsystemswhichcombinefinancialdataonallactivities.Accounting
informationsystemsareconsideredessentialfortheoperationofanybusinessbecauseoftheirrolein
informingdecisionmaking.Infact,theyarealsodeemedtobethebestwithinanyorganization(Sürmeli
etal.,2006)requiringalotofinvestmentfortheirdevelopmentandmaintenance.Bycomparison,
conventionalaccountinginformationsystemsinagricultureplayaninsignificantrole(Doğanetal.,
2013)asagricultureisdependentonandaffectsmanyfactorswhichcannotbemonetized.These
user-orientedsystemsprovidedataandinformationonlyabouteconomicimpact(Salehietal.,2010)
whileagriculturalaccountingshoulddealwiththesustainabilityconcernsoffarmersrelatedtothe
changingenvironmental,ecological,culturalandsocialconditionsoffoodproduction.

Traditional sustainability accounting practices also need to provide insights for the present
andfuturegenerations.InBangladeshiruralcommunities,theaccountinginformationneedstobe
communicatedtopeoplewhoareoftenformallyuneducated.Traditionalagriculturalfolkloreprovides
themostneededinformationforsustainableaccountingpracticesthattakeintoconsiderationthe
presentandfutureeco-agriculturalsustainabilityoffoodproduction.Folkloregivesasoundbasis
foraccountingbeyondself-interestandisencouragedbythecountry’sBaulphilosopherswhoalso
inspiresustainablelifestyleinharmonywithnatureandotherlivingspecies.

Foodis themostbasicofallhumanneeds.Modesty inagriculturerefers tobeingmoderate
and fair inusing theplanet’s resources for foodproduction aswell as inpersonal consumption.
AgricultureisawayoflifeinruralBangladeshwherepeoplepeopleareguidedbyfolkloricand
religiousinfluences,includingtheKhona’sdo’sanddo-not-do’s(seeTable1).Furthermore,religion
doesnotobstructcelebratingtheBengaliNewYear’sDayortheAnnualNewFoodDay,butitbans
squanderandwastefuldinandbustle(Nabi,2003).

TheBaulsongsalsoencouragemodestyinconsumption,anon-casheconomyandfindingjoy
andsatisfactioninspiritualwaysofliving.Theypromotetheethicsofsustainableconsumptionbased
onbeliefinanoptimisticfuturecounteractingthemanywesternmessages.Thisfolkloricspiritual
culture can complement the complex aim of achieving sustainable development. An example is
HarunBaul’ssong:

No insufficiency in the rural treasure of Bangladesh. 
Belief is the means of material goods.9

Resilience and Agriculture
The Green Revolution and its technologies caused a sharp decline in the self-reliance of many
communitiesaswellasdetachmentfromnature.Subsistenceagriculturalpracticesweredestroyedin
countries,suchasBangladesh,whichcauseddependenceonforeignaidandtechnologies(Schumacher,
1974;Willoughby,1990)anddiminishingsustainabilityprospects(Rogersetal.,2008).Theindustrial
model of foodproduction is currently employed in theWest not only for crops andplant-based
foodstuffsbutalsoforanimalrearing.Thishasresultedtoexcessivemeatconsumptionincountries,
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suchasUSAandAustraliatriggeringanepidemicofhealthandenvironmentalproblems(Raphaely
&Marinova,2016).

Bangladesh and its rural communities have so far avoided the burden of meat dependence
(Hossain,2016)andarecurrentlyrestoringtheirself-relianttraditionalagriculture.Foodsecurity
andresilientagricultureareaglobalconcerninresponsetoclimateandenvironmentalchanges(Lin,
2011;Almås&Campbell,2012).Self-reliance,cropdiversityandtraditionalwisdomhelpbuild
resilienceasthebestwaytoadapttosocialandenvironmentalchanges(Xuetal.,2015).Aproverb
saysthatriceinthegranaryandsongsinpeople’sthroatarethemainassetsofaBengali.Further
resilienceadvicecomesfromtheKhonainrelationtothevillagehomesteads:

Pond in the East, bamboo in the West, banana in the North, open space in the South10

and
Do not block sunshine and wind – do not die of sickness and suffering11.

WithinthevillagesofruralBangladesh,allfamilymembersareengagedinvariousagricultural
operationsnecessaryfornutrition,includingriceandcashcrops,gardeningactivities,poultryand
cattleraising.Thepredominantobservedcharacteristicisthatofsocialcohesion.Itreinforcesthe
cultureofsocialresiliencethroughsharing,caring,respectandresponsibilitywithinthefamilyunit
butalsowithinthevillagecommunity.Peoplearecloselylinkedtoeachotherinmeetingtheirmaterial
needs,inhappinessandmiseries.Diversityofskillsandknowledgeisessentialforlong-termsurvival
andprospering.Apopularproverbreveals:

The village which has people from 36 occupations, 
the wind from heaven flows there12.

In the contextof ruralBangladesh, culture is agriculture-based and agriculture is integrally
linkedtofolkloreforagriculturaleducationandpractices.Theoverarchingneedforfolklore-guided
agricultural accountingpractices is integral topeople’s sustainability.There are two interrelated
aspectsofunderstandingtheroleoffolkloretoagriculturalsustainabilityaccounting.Thefirstis
folkloreas thesourceofdevelopingknowledge,beliefs,values,attitudesandunderstanding;and
thesecondisitsroleinguidingthewayoflifeincludingconsumptionhabitsandtechnologyuse.
Therefore,agriculturalaccountingisboththemessageandthemediumofsustainability.Itispart
ofruralcultureandhence“containsinherentvalues,meansandtheresultsofsocialexpression”,
enfoldingeveryaspectoflife(Hawkes,2001,p.3).

FoLKLoRe ANd deVeLoPMeNT GoALS

InSeptember2015,theUnitedNationsadoptedasetof17globalgoalsforachievingsustainable
development.Theyaimto“toendpoverty,protecttheplanet,andensureprosperityforallaspartof
anewsustainabledevelopmentagenda”forthenext15years(UN,2016,n.p.).Theycameintoforce
asof1January2016andrepresentacontinuationoftheMillenniumDevelopmentGoalsagendain
whichBangladeshachievedoutstandingandremarkableprogress(GED,2015).

InorderforthecountrytoperforminasimilarwayalongthenewSustainableDevelopment
Goals(SDGs),itisimportantthatthisagendalinkstothevaluessystemsofruralBangladesh.Despite
recenturbanizationandhigherratesofmigrationtothecities,thevillagesofBangladeshstillprovide
livelihoodto70%ofthecountry’spopulation(UNICEF,2013).Bangladesh’soverallliteracyrate
is58%(UNICEF,2013)andthemajorityofruralpeopleareformallyuneducatedandrelyonoral
traditionalknowledge.Traditionalsustainabilityaccountingshapedbyfolkcultureandfolkloreis
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likelytocontinuetomakestrongcontributioninthecountry’sfuturedevelopment,includingprogress
towardsachievingtheSDGs.

Figure1representsadiagramthatlinksthe17SDGswiththethreevalueprinciplesoftraditional
sustainabilityaccounting.At thecoreof thevalueprinciples isSDG11which relates tohuman
settlementsandsustainablecommunitiesassustainabilityinitsessenceisabouthowpeoplelive.This
isthegoalwherefolklorehasthemostimpactbyshapingcultureandpeople’svalues,knowledge
andactions.Inotherwords,folkloreisatthecentreofthesustainabilityagendaforruralBangladesh.
Eachofthethreevalueprinciples(Khanetal.,2016)shapespredominantlyfiveSDGsasfollows:

• Kindnesswhichlargelyrepresentsenvironmentalprotectionandimprovement–SDG6Clean
waterandsanitation,SDG7Renewableenergy,SDG13Climateaction,SDG14Lifeunder
waterandSDG15Lifeonland;

• Modestywhichlargelyrepresentseconomicdevelopment–SDG1Endpoverty,SDG2End
hunger,SDG8Goodjobsandeconomicgrowth,SDG9InnovationandinfrastructureandSDG
12Sustainableconsumption;and

• Resiliencewhichlargelyrepresentssocialdevelopment–SDG3Goodhealth,SDG4Quality
education,SDG5Genderequality,SDG10ReducedinequalitiesandSDG16Peaceandjustice.

Theoverarchinggoalwhichbrings togetherallareasandcountriesacross theglobeisSDG
17Partnerships.Accordingto theUnitedNationsDevelopmentProgramme(UNDP,2016,n.p.),
thisgoal“canonlyberealizedwithastrongcommitmenttoglobalpartnershipandcooperation”.
Bangladeshisverywellplacedtoestablishsuchpartnershipsandintoday’sinterconnectedworld
thiswillallowformutualenrichmentandcollaborationbasedonthesharedvaluesprinciplesof
sustainabilityaccounting.

CoNCLUSIoN

ThesimpleyetpowerfulproverbialwisdomofBangladeshifolklorehelpsruralpeopleunderstand
foodproduction,cultureandsustainabilitythroughaspiritualwindow.Inthedomainoffolklore,
agriculture,cultureandsustainabilityareallinterlinked.FolklorebeingthecarrieroftheBangladeshi
cultureislinkedtoeverystepoftheagriculturalaccountingprocessthroughruralbeliefs,customs,
rituals, myths, legends, tales, rhymes, songs and riddles. Countless folkloric proverbs, adages,
wisdom,folktalesandfolksongs,includingBaulsongsandtheKhonaBochon,guidevariousaspects
ofagriculturalaccountingandmanagement–fromtillingtoharvestandstorageofyieldstoethics
ofsustainableconsumption.

Withoutformalquantification, theseproverbsandsongsguideagriculturalpracticesinrural
Bangladeshmaintainingasocio-economicsystemthatpromotessustainableactivitiesandcounteracts
thedamagecausedbytheGreenRevolutioninthe1970s.Thethreevalueprinciplesofsustainability
accounting,namelykindness,modestyandresilience,arehighlyinformedbythecountry’sfolklore
allowing traditional agro-ecological sustainability management. Theyhelp revitalize agricultural
traditionalismasanimportantsustainabilityaspectoflookingafterthehealthofthelandanditspeople.

Throughtheperiodof theMillenniumDevelopmentGoals,Bangladeshachievedsubstantial
progressinitseconomicandsocialdevelopmentaltargets.Thecountryisnowonthepathwayofthe
newSustainableDevelopmentGoals.FolkcultureisatthecoreofnotonlyachievingtheSDGsin
ruralBangladesh,butalsoinre-shapingthewayweviewtheworldandtheopportunitiesforliving
sustainably.
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Figure 1. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and traditional sustainability accounting value principles
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eNdNoTeS

1 Krishisarakristynai(inBangla).
2 Krishinaijekhane,krishtinaishekhane(inBangla).
3 JejatirKrishinirvoratajerup,sejatirkrishtiserup(inBangla).
4 “Krishitekristirsristi,jenerekhobhai;Kristirokkhemati,jolbayuarjivakulerthai”(inBangla).
5 AllKhonasayingsarequotedaccordingtoFaruq&Lucky(1995).
6 AfolkpoeticphilosopherinBangladesh.
7 Baignanikabadarkorona
 Aabadkokhonoteksoihoyna
 Khonarbochonefirecholo
 Khonargnanernaitolona(inBangla).
8 Jeonaandajipathe,omonrasana.

Kupankekupanchepole,praanbachbena.
 Patherparichoykare,

Jaonamanersandehmere,
LaavlokshanbuddhirdareJabejana.
Anuragtaranichoro
Dharchineujandhoro
Lalonbolekarteparomulsadhana(inBangla).

9 Grambanglargramvandarebhai,konokisurovabnai
 Sethaibiswasemalaivastu,itihashpromandayi(inBangla).
10 Purbehash,poschimebash,uttorekola,dakkhinemela(inBangla).
11 AloHaoabedhona,rogevogemorona(inBangla).
12 Jegrameasse36jatirbash

sethaibohesorgerbatash(inBangla).
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