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Abstract–Evidence of impact-induced compaction in the carbonaceous chondrites, specifically
CMs and CVs, has been widely investigated utilizing microscopy techniques and impact
experiments. Here, we use high-resolution photography and large area and high-resolution
electron backscattered diffraction (EBSD) mapping analyses in tandem, to explore the effects
of impact-induced compaction at both the meso- and micro-scales in the Allende CV3.6
carbonaceous chondrite. Macro-scale photography images of a ~25 cm slab of Allende
captured meso-scale features including calcium-aluminum inclusions (CAIs) and chondrules.
CAIs have a long-axis shape-preferred orientation (SPO). Examination of such meso-scale
features in thin section revealed the same trend. Matrix grains from this section display a large
amount of heterogeneity in petrofabric orientation; microscale, high-resolution, large area
EBSD mapping of ~300,000 olivine matrix grains; high-resolution large area EBSD map
across an elongate CAI; and a series of high-resolution EBSD maps around two chondrules
and around the CAI revealed crystallographic preferred orientations (CPOs) in different
directions. Finally, internal grains of the CAI were found to demonstrate a weak lineation
CPO, the first crystallographic detection of possible CAI “flow.” All results are consistent with
multiple, gentle impacts on the Allende parent body causing hemispheric compaction. The
larger, more resistant components are likely to have been compressed and oriented by earlier
impacts, and the matrix region petrofabrics and CAI “flow” likely occurred during subsequent
impacts. Meteoritic components respond differently to impact events, and consequently, it is
likely that different components would retain evidence of different impact events and angles.

INTRODUCTION

Early planetary bodies formed via accretion of tiny
dust particles to create highly porous, “fluffy” bodies
(Bland et al., 2011; Blum, 2003; Blum & Schr€apler, 2004;
Ormel et al., 2008). Such bodies had much higher
porosities (~70% matrix porosity) than are observed in
meteorites today (Bland et al., 2011). Post-accretion, many
undifferentiated planetary bodies experienced thermal and

aqueous alteration, as evidenced by melt textures, mineral
replacement at moderate–high temperatures, the presence
of hydrated and dehydrated phyllosilicates and sulfates,
and carbonate-rich veins in chondritic meteorites (Bland
et al., 2009; Grimm &Mcsween, 1989; Keil, 2000; Kimura
et al., 2008; McCoy, 2010), which may have acted to
reduce or modify the initial porosity of the material.
Relatively unaltered, petrologic type 3 (Dodd, 1981;
Schmus & Wood, 1967; Sears & Dodd, 1988) and
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“unshocked” chondrites (S1-2; Scott et al., 1992; Sharp &
DeCarli, 2006; St€offler et al., 1991) would therefore be
expected to display high matrix porosities akin to the
early, “fluffy” planetesimals, as such materials have not
undergone extensive thermal, aqueous, or typical shock
processing that act to reduce their porosity. This, however,
is not the case. Estimates of matrix porosity for planetary
bodies at the post-accretion and pre-compaction stage are
as high as ~70% (Bland et al., 2011, 2014; Davison
et al., 2012), yet these porosities are rarely observed in any
type 3 carbonaceous chondrites (Corrigan et al., 1997;
Macke et al., 2011). Meteorites that have undergone
significant aqueous alteration typically show decreasing
porosities with increasing degree of alteration (Lindgren
et al., 2015), and so the predicted high matrix porosities
for early bodies (Bland et al., 2011, 2014; Davison
et al., 2012) have not been detected within this population
either. The CO3 Ornans is an anomaly; with a bulk
porosity of up to ~41% (Macke et al., 2011), it is likely
that this meteorite has retained much of its primordial
matrix porosity, possibly owing to the high abundance of
zero-porosity chondrules present in this meteorite.
Nevertheless, planetesimal-wide compaction processes
must have occurred on most planetary bodies in the early
stages of post-accretion planetary evolution, including
those bodies of petrologic type 3 that are considered to
have undergone limited to no alteration (Keller
et al., 1994; Scott et al., 1992). This compaction process
would have acted to lithify the accreted dust particles, and
in turn compact the planetary materials to generate
porosities at the magnitude observed in meteorites today.

There is, as yet, no consensus in the literature
regarding the predominant process by which porosity
reduction occurred in these primitive fluffy objects. Small
bodies that were unable to generate sufficient gravity to
compact their materials are of specific interest in this
study, that is, chondritic planetary bodies, as meteorites
from such bodies are least likely to have early processing
overprinted by alteration. Studies have demonstrated
both internal heating (Gail et al., 2015; Henke et al.,
2012) and impact (Bland et al., 2011; Davison et al., 2017;
Forman et al., 2016, 2017; Muxworthy et al., 2017; Scott
et al., 1992) are potential drivers or contributors to
compaction at this scale. It is postulated that internal
heating-related compaction is driven by hot isostatic
pressing, whereby heat sourced from short-lived
radionuclides, specifically Al26, drives the process of
sintering and slow compaction of the individual planetary
components into a larger body (Gail et al., 2015; Henke
et al., 2012). Impact-induced compaction is driven by
(relatively) low velocity impacts (~1.5 km s�1) during the
early stages of planetary body evolution (Bland
et al., 2011, 2014). Here, we focus on the Allende CV 3.6
meteorite whose textures have been shown to be

dominated by impact-induced compaction (Forman
et al., 2016, 2017, 2019; Watt et al., 2006), as such, in this
study, we primarily consider the effects of impact-induced
compaction.

Allende is a relatively unaltered meteorite (type 3.6;
Bonal et al., 2006) and exhibits a low level of shock (S1;
Scott et al., 1992). This makes Allende an excellent
candidate sample for considering early compaction
processes. In addition, many studies have documented the
shape elongation of components within CV chondrites at
the macro-scale, such as calcium-aluminum inclusions
(CAIs) and chondrules (Keller et al., 1994; Nakamura
et al., 1992, 1995, 2000; Scott et al., 1992; Tait et al., 2016)
or the crystallographic alignments of micro-scale
components, such as foliations within matrix (Bland
et al., 2011; Forman et al., 2016, 2017, 2019; Muxworthy
et al., 2017; Watt et al., 2006), all of which are attributed to
compaction. A preferred shape orientation foliation in
chondrule flattening has been reported in numerous CV
chondrites, such as Allende (Nakamura et al., 1995, 2000),
Leoville (Cain et al., 1986; Nakamura et al., 1992), and Bali
(Keller et al., 1994), and many CM chondrites (Lindgren
et al., 2015; Tomeoka et al., 1999; Vacher et al., 2018). In
experimental work on CM and CV chondrites, the preferred
orientation foliation of flattened chondrules generated due
to impact was perpendicular to the direction of impact
(Nakamura et al., 1995, 2000; Tomeoka et al., 1999); the
intensity of the preferred orientation increased with shock
pressures up to 25 GPa; however, the foliation orientation
began to deviate from this pattern at pressures above 25–
30 GPa, and chondrule orientations became increasingly
random (Tomeoka et al., 1999). Allende, with a shock
classification of S1 (<5 GPa bulk pressure; St€offler
et al., 1991), has not been highly shocked, and therefore, we
do not expect that it has been subjected to pressures above
the 25 GPa threshold; therefore, the flattening of the
chondrules and CAIs within Allende should provide a best
estimate as to the direction of compaction.

Often, meteoritic components such as CAIs,
chondrules, and matrix are considered in isolation of one
another with respect to compaction, or not all
components are considered as a collective (Forman et al.,
2017, 2019; Keller et al., 1994; Nakamura et al., 1992,
1995; Rubin & Swindle, 2011) with the exception of a
handful of studies (Forman et al., 2016; Lindgren
et al., 2015; Tait et al., 2016). Here, we investigate
compactional evidence from these three components in
tandem, notably matrix, chondrules, and CAIs, at both
the meso- and micro-scales, to determine if evidence of
the compaction process is uniform across the different
scales using crystallographic micro-scale techniques. As
noted, the preferred orientations of CAIs and chondrules
in Allende provide an excellent basis to decipher the
probable direction of compaction according to the larger
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components (chondrules, CAIs; Nakamura et al., 1995,
2000; Tomeoka et al., 1999). In this study, we also
examine the crystallographic properties of the grains
within the CAI and matrix grains across large areas, to
obtain an understanding of collective directionality of
compression as recorded by these much smaller
meteoritic components. This is significant, as each
meteoritic component can respond differently to the same
compaction event (Bland et al., 2014; Davison
et al., 2017) primarily relating to varying porosities
(Bland et al., 2014) or strength. They may even record
different events prior to the formation of planetary
bodies, as in the case of some CAIs (Lorenz et al., 2019).

While modeling and prior analytical work
demonstrated that heterogeneities are evident at the
meso- and micro-scales (Bland et al., 2014; Davison
et al., 2012, 2017; Forman et al., 2017), the use of large-
area mapping here allows identification of large-scale
fabrics and crystallographic trends, reducing the impact
of minor heterogeneities on the analysis outcomes. In this
study, we present the first use of large area electron
backscatter diffraction (EBSD) analyses across a CAI in
Allende and surrounding matrix at the micro-scale. We
present crystallographic alignment analyses of matrices
around two chondrules in the same section as the CAI,
and re-analyze large area data from a study by Forman
et al. (2017) to gain a wider understanding of
crystallographic grain alignments using micro-scale
techniques. Finally, we integrate our findings with meso-
scale high-resolution photography of CAI elongation in
Allende and consider the implications for early
compaction processing across the three different scales.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Macro-scale imaging of both sides of a flat cut
polished 25 cm diameter slab of Allende was taken using
a high-resolution digital camera at the National Museum
of Natural History (NMNH) within the Smithsonian
Institution, United States (Figure 1ai and bi). Image
color thresholding was performed using the image
processing software FIJI to highlight and characterize the
shape and orientation of the cream-white elongate CAIs
(Figure 1aii and bii). The elongate shape and light color
of these features were used as identification of the CAIs
over other features at this scale, such as chondrules. The
orientation of the long shape axis of the fitted ellipse of
each CAI was recorded from each side of the slice. CAI
long shape axis ellipse orientations were compared to
characterize the nature of any 2D shape-preferred
orientations, and the results were displayed on rose
diagrams using bins of 5° (Figure 1aiii and biii).

We used a 1-in. round thin section of Allende (WAM
13102, Western Australian Museum) for high-resolution

electron microscopy analyses. This section was polished on
a Buehler Vibromet II using 500 nm colloidal silica in
NaOH for 4 h to create a reflective surface, and
subsequently coated with ~5 nm of carbon to ensure
electron conductivity under vacuum. Electron microscopy
analyses were performed on a TESCAN Mira3 VP-
FESEM in the John de Laeter Centre at Curtin University,
Western Australia. EBSD was used to constrain the
crystallographic orientation of the target grains at high
resolution (100–250 nm step size). EBSD data were
captured using 20 keV accelerating voltage and ~1.4 nA
beam current at a working distance of 20.5 mm, and using
an Oxford Instruments Symmetry CMOS EBSD detector.
The Oxford Instruments Aztec system was used to direct
the analysis of the sample and define the phases of interest
for acquisition. A 1.6 mm 9 0.5 mm cross section of an
elongate type B calcium-aluminum-rich inclusion (CAI;
MacPherson, 2014) was imaged via EBSD using a step size
of 250 nm (identified in blue rectangle in Figure 2). Four
additional 100 9 100 lm regions of the matrix
surrounding this CAI were also imaged, at 100 nm step
size (identified as blue boxes in Figure 2 as regions 1–4).
Finally, seven 100 9 100 lm matrix regions around a
rounded type IAB chondrule (C1, regions a–g in red
boxes; Ushikubo et al., 2012) and eight 100 9 100 matrix
regions around an elongate type IIAB chondrule (C2,
regions a–h in orange; Ushikubo et al., 2012) were mapped
at 100 nm step size. The small, high-resolution regions
were analyzed to compare and contrast the matrix
alignment around the different meteoritic components.

The data were noise reduced via a wildspike
correction and a 6-point nearest-neighbor algorithm to
remove erroneous data points, as is standard protocol for
this type of data (Bestmann & Prior, 2003; Daly
et al., 2019; Forman et al., 2016, 2017, 2019; Watt
et al., 2006). Grains were identified based on an internal
misorientation threshold of 10°, which is typical among
EBSD studies such as those noted above, and reduced to
a single representative point per grain to allow a data
analysis unbiased by grain size. These points were
collectively plotted onto lower hemisphere, equal area
plots for olivine and clinopyroxene, and then contoured
with a half width of 15° and a data clustering of 5° to
identify crystallographic preferred orientations (CPOs).

This particular thin section (WAM 13102) was the
focus in a prior study (Forman et al., 2017), and the
previously explored region is highlighted in Figure 2 in
yellow for contextual purposes. The outcomes of re-
analyzing that data are reviewed here; due to
improvements in data processing and computing power,
it was possible to plot all matrix grains from the
2 mm 9 6 mm area on a single lower hemisphere, equal
area plot for olivine, which was then contoured with the
same specifications as above. As in Forman et al. (2017),
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only the olivine matrix grains three times the step size in
circle-equivalent diameter (0.5 lm in the aforementioned
data set) were analyzed to ensure data quality and
sufficient sampling of each grain included in the study for
robustness. Previously used SEM conditions are outlined
in Forman et al. (2017).

RESULTS

Meso-Scale CAI Analyses

Chondrule and CAI alignments have been
documented previously by many studies (Keller et al.,

(ai) (aiii)(aii)

(bi) (biii)(bii)

FIGURE 1. i) High-resolution photographs of a slab of the Allende meteorite, taken at the Smithsonian Institution (a and b are
the two sides of the same slab), ii) color-thresholded images of the slabs to highlight the creamy-white calcium-aluminium
inclusions (CAIs) on each side, iii) rose diagrams showing the orientations of the long axis of fitted ellipse for all CAIs. (Color
figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)

532 L. V. Forman et al.
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1994; Lindgren et al., 2015; Nakamura et al., 1992, 1995,
2000; Rubin & Swindle, 2011; Scott et al., 1992; Tait
et al., 2016; Tomeoka et al., 1999; Vacher et al., 2018), and
therefore, Figure 1 is shown purely to demonstrate the
constancy of the elongate CAI orientations in Allende.
Both sides of the photographed slab were analyzed here
(Figure 1ai and bi); a total of 423 CAIs were detected and
assigned a best-fit ellipse (Figure 1aii and bii); and the
orientations of the long axis of the ellipses were plotted
onto rose diagrams (Figure 1aiii and biii). Both sides of
the slab demonstrate palpable 2D CAI-preferred
orientations; both sides have a corrected average
orientation between 115° and 120° and a standard
deviation of 47°–49°. While there is a spread in CAI
orientation statistically, the trend is clear and consistent.

Chondrules and CAIs examined within the thin
section of Allende demonstrate relative constancy in the
orientation of elongation (~N-S), with some outliers

(Figure 2). Based on our findings using macro-scale
photography, we will assume this trend in CAI and
chondrule elongation orientation would be consistent at a
larger scale for the purpose of this study. All directional
measurements from this point forwards will be described
in relation to the reference frame of Figure 2, which is
noted via a N arrow in each figure.

Micro-Scale Crystallographic Analyses

Large Area Mapping: Matrix Grains
The previously examined region in this section from

Forman et al. (2017) is identified in the backscatter
electron (BSE) SEM image in Figure 2 in yellow and in
higher resolution as an EBSD phase map in Figure 3a;
due to enhancements in data processing software and
general computing capability, here we re-examine the
data of 304,194 olivine grains collectively on a single

FIGURE 2. Overview backscatter electron (BSE) image of Allende thin section (WAM 13102) adapted from Forman
et al. (2019). Regions highlighted in red indicate data collected in this study, and region highlighted in yellow indicates the
location of large area mapping data collected in Forman et al. (2017). Red rectangle indicates the location of the LAM collected
including the calcium-aluminium inclusion (CAI). Regions noted with letters a–h are the locations of high-resolution maps
collected surrounding chondrules C1 and C2, and regions numbered 1–4 are the locations of high-resolution maps around the
CAI under study. Best-fit ellipses in green highlight the approximate orientations of the CAIs and chondrules that are readily
identifiable. A rose diagram is shown to demonstrate the relative constancy in ellipse elongation orientation in this section,
similar to the trend at the macro-scale seen in Figure 1. (Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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lower hemisphere, equal area plot (Figure 3b), to identify
the principal fabric over the 2 9 4 mm area. Previously,
this region was analyzed in segments in a grid system to
understand heterogeneities in fabrics or CPOs (Forman
et al., 2017).

The strength, pattern, and orientation of the
collective CPO can be characterized. The strength of the
CPO is measured in multiples of uniform density
(m.u.d.). Here, the maximum m.u.d. within this large area
is low (defined as low m.u.d. = 1–2; moderate m.u.d. = 2–3;
high m.u.d. = 3+ in this study) and measures only 1.42,
where 1.00 represents a random fabric. The pattern,
however, is clear; the <100> axis forms a point maxima
CPO (whereby many instances of <100> plot in a cluster on
lower hemisphere, equal area plots) oriented NNW–SSE
and in the plane of the sample (Figure 3) in relation to the
reference frame of Figure 2. The <010> axis forms a more
diffuse point maxima, at approximately 90° to the <100>
axis. The <001> axis forms a weak girdle maxima (where
<001> data points lie on a great circle when plotted on
lower hemisphere, equal area plots) where <001> is oriented

in the ENE–WSW plane relative to reference frame of
Figure 2 (Figure 3).

Large Area Mapping: CAI and Surrounding Matrix
The large area map (LAM) of a cross section of a CAI

in Allende is shown in Figure 4. Figure 4a shows the BSE
map defining the edge of the CAI, and Figure 4b shows
the phase map of the region, as detected by
crystallography. The matrix regions surrounding the CAI
are predominantly olivine (Figure 4b) with small blebs of
clinopyroxene included. The CAI is composed almost
exclusively of clinopyroxene with some minor amounts of
perovskite, spinel, and melilite throughout. At the CAI
rim, spinel is abundant and is more dominant in the
western edge, creating a diffuse CAI boundary.

The crystallographic orientations of all olivine matrix
grains on either side of the CAI and clinopyroxene grains
within the CAI were assessed separately (Figure 4ci–iii).
Matrix olivine grains to the west of the CAI (n = 19,751;
Figure 4ci) collectively show a weak point maxima in
<100> oriented perpendicular to the edge of the CAI in

(a)

(b)

FIGURE 3. a) Large area matrix phase map collected by Forman et al. (2017); phases defined by crystallographic
measurements, b) lower hemisphere, equal area plot displaying contoured crystallographic orientations of 304,194 matrix grains
from the large area map. The data were contoured with a half width of 15° and a cluster size of 5°. (Color figure can be viewed
at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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(a)

(b)

(ci)

(cii)

(ciii)

FIGURE 4. a) Backscatter electron (BSE) image of the calcium-aluminium inclusion (CAI) cross section. The dotted orange line
denotes the edge of the CAI and the start of the matrix, b) large area phase map, defined by crystallographic measurements, of
cross section of CAI, c) contoured lower hemisphere, equal area plots of i) matrix grains to the west of the CAI in the plane of
this sample, ii) matrix grains to the east of the CAI, and iii) clinopyroxene grains within the CAI. All data were contoured with
a half width of 15° and a cluster size of 5°. (Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)

Impacts on the CV parent body 535
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the E–W orientation, and a very weak point maxima in
<001> oriented perpendicular to the plane of the sample
and parallel to the suspected edge of the CAI if the edge
were to continue in the third dimension throughout the
sample. Matrix olivine grains to the east (n = 25,229;
Figure 4cii) also show a weak point maxima in <100>
oriented perpendicular to the CAI edge (when
considering the curved shape of the CAI boundary) in the
NW–SE orientation, and a very weak girdle maxima in
<001> oriented approximately parallel to the CAI edge in
the NE–SW orientation.

The clinopyroxene grains in the CAI were considered
collectively; while both diopside and fassaite varieties are
present, crystallographically the two phases are difficult
to consistently distinguish by EBSD at this resolution. As
their crystal systems are identical, the two-phase data sets
were merged. Grains within the CAI present the weakest
observable CPO of all regions in this section
(Figure 4ciii); the maximum m.u.d. (1.18) is generated by
the very weak point maxima in <001>, oriented toward
the SSW of the sample, and parallel with the long shape
axis of the CAI. No discernible patterns are present in
<100> or <010>.

High-Resolution Mapping: Matrix Regions Around CAI
[1–4]

Four 100 9 100 lm matrix regions at the edge of the
LAM described above were assessed for the presence and
nature of any CPOs in the matrix olivine grains (Figure 5)
to identify any variations along the edges of the CAI,
owing to the observed curved edge. The BSE map in the
center of Figure 5 shows the edges of the CAI clearly; to
the east of the BSE map, the two mapped regions (regions
[2] and [3]) both display weak point maxima in <100>
(max. m.u.d. of 1.92 and 1.96, respectively) oriented
perpendicular to the edge of the CAI in the SE–NW
orientation. Region [2] demonstrates a very weak girdle
maxima in <010> (max. m.u.d. of ~1.20), oriented parallel
to the edge of the CAI in the NE–SW orientation. Region
[3] also displays a very weak and diffuse point maxima in
<001>. To the west of the CAI, region [1] displays a
moderate point maxima in <100> oriented approximately
perpendicular to the edge of the CAI in the NE–SW
orientation and a very weak girdle maxima in <001>
oriented approximately parallel to the edge of the CAI
and at 90° to <100> in the NW–SE orientation. Region
[4] displays diffuse point maximas in both <100> and

FIGURE 5. Contoured lower hemisphere, equal area plots from high-resolution maps surrounding the calcium-aluminium
inclusions [1–4]. All data were contoured with a half width of 15° and a cluster size of 5°. Center reference image is backscatter
electron map, adapted from Forman et al. (2019). (Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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<001>; <100> is oriented approximately perpendicular to
the edge of the CAI; and < 001> is oriented pointing out
of the plane of the sample. In each case regardless of the
strength of the CPO, the <100> of the olivine grains is
consistently oriented perpendicular to the edge of the
CAI. The number of grains measured within each region
is all statistically significant; however, the regions to the
west have fewer grains recorded. This could be due to a
greater number of accessory mineral grains being present,
smaller grain sizes and therefore fewer grains were
included following removal of grains too small to be
sufficiently sampled due to step size, larger grains and
therefore fewer in the region of interest, or a higher
porosity to the west.

High-Resolution Mapping: Matrix Around Chondrules
Seven (C1) and eight (C2) matrix regions surrounding

two chondrules (C1 and C2) were analyzed (Figures 6
and 7, respectively). BSE maps of the chondrules and
surrounding matrices are displayed in the center of
Figures 6 and 7, and the collective crystallographic data
within each matrix region around C1 ([a]–[g]) and C2 ([a]–
[h]) are also displayed.

Chondrule 1 (C1)
CPOs are present within the olivine grains in most

matrix regions that were analyzed surrounding this
chondrule (Figure 6). The strength of the CPOs

(measured via maximum m.u.d. values) varies from weak
([b]-1.97 and [f]-1.88) to moderate–strong ([d]-4.36). The
moderate CPOs are regions [a], [c], [e], and [g]; therefore,
the most strongly aligned regions lie ESE and WNW of
the chondrule. In terms of the nature of the CPOs, the
<100> axis forms a clear point maxima in six of the
regions ([b]–[g]); out of these, <100> is oriented
perpendicular to the chondrule edge in three regions ([b]
and [d]–[e]) and subparallel to the chondrule edge in two
regions ([c] and [g]). Girdle maximas in <001> are present
in the same aforementioned five regions and these are
oriented parallel ([b] and [d]–[e]) or subparallel ([c] and
[g]), to the chondrule edge. The clearest incidence of this
pattern is found in region [d]. The two regions which have
<001> axes subparallel to the chondrule edge ([c] and [g])
demonstrate the same trends in orientation of axes
alignment. Region [f] does not follow the same trend as
the other regions, whereby <100> forms a point maxima
but appears oriented parallel to the chondrule edge.
Region [a] does not display any discernible CPO patterns.

Chondrule 2 (C2)
As for C1, CPOs can also be identified within the

matrix olivine grains around C2 (Figure 7). Although
weak–moderate in magnitude, the strongest CPOs
(measured via maximum m.u.d.) are regions [a], [d], [e],
[f], and [h] (m.u.d. values 2.10 ([a])-2.75 ([e] and [h])),
which lie SE and WNW of the chondrule. Regions [a], [d],

(a)
(b)

(g)

(f)

(c)

(d)

(e)

FIGURE 6. Contoured lower hemisphere, equal area plots from high-resolution maps surrounding the chondrule C1 [a–g]. All
data were contoured with a half width of 15° and a cluster size of 5°. Center reference image is backscatter electron map,
adapted from Forman et al. (2019). (Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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[e], [f], and [h] all have a point maxima in <100> oriented
perpendicular to the chondrule edge, and girdle maximas
in both <010> and <001> oriented parallel to the edge of
the chondrule. Region [g] displays a very weak point
maxima in <100>, oriented parallel to the chondrule edge.
Regions [b] and [c] have point maximas in <001>,
oriented perpendicular to the plane of the sample, and
potentially parallel to the edge of the chondrule if the
chondrule continued in the third dimension.

DISCUSSION

The synthesis of all results from thin section analyses
is shown in Figure 8. Fabrics or CPOs are observable at
all scales investigated in this study, whereas their nature
and orientation vary across the scales and between
regions.

Petrofabric Analysis

CAIs and Chondrules
Using the knowledge that there is minor spread in

CAI orientations across this meteorite (Figure 1), we
were able to confidently identify a prominent elongate

CAI for microscopic analyses that is approximately
aligned with other elongate features (other visible CAIs,
chondrules, and inclusions; Figures 2 and 8.1). The
orientation of the elongate axis of the CAI we examined
is therefore likely representative of the macroscale
alignment seen on the slab in Figure 2, and our
microscale measurements can be considered in the
macroscale context that this provides. Here, the majority
of meso-scale components are elongate in the general
N–S orientation with some clear anomalies, that is, some
chondrules that are aligned perpendicular to this general
trend (Figure 8.1). This elongation of chondrules and
CAIs is interpreted to result from compaction via impact,
as has been found in many prior studies (Keller
et al., 1994; Nakamura et al., 1992, 1995, 2000; Scott
et al., 1992; Tait et al., 2016).

The grains within the CAI demonstrate only a very
weak point maxima long-axis CPO in <001>, which
implies a weak lineation roughly along the length of the
CAI (Figure 4). This is distinctly different from the
nature of the matrix CPOs at all sites, which demonstrate
flattening textures. Lineations are often generated by
processes such as flow (Bhattacharyya, 1966; Daly
et al., 2019; Lezzi & Ventura, 2002; Merle, 1998) and are

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(h)

(g)

FIGURE 7. Contoured lower hemisphere, equal area plots from high-resolution maps surrounding the chondrule C2 [a–h]. All
data were contoured with a half width of 15° and a cluster size of 5°. Center reference image is backscatter electron map,
adapted from Forman et al. (2019). (Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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unlikely to be caused by pure compaction-related
processes. However, the shape of CAIs within Allende
forms a lineation in 3D (Tait et al., 2016). CAIs are noted
to be the least resistant chondritic feature via strain
analysis compared with chondrules and matrix, and
consequently appear the most deformed (Tait
et al., 2016). As this CAI is fine grained, it was likely to
have its own porosity which would have been filled first,
allowing for the CAI to compact and deform similar to
some chondrules studied from the CM chondrite
Murchison (Hanna et al., 2015). Once the porosity has

been removed, Tait et al. (2016) surmised that CAIs will
“flow” into nearby pores of the surrounding matrix
regions. This lineation may be evidence of this process,
which implies the internal CAI fabric could be driven by
compressive forces.

Matrix Grains
At the microscale, there is a relatively consistent

trend in the nature of the CPOs across the section. The
>300,000 matrix grains from the LAM first published in
Forman et al. (2017) present a <100> point maxima,

FIGURE 8. Synthesis of all meso-scale and micro-scale orientation information gathered across this section of Allende; 1) best-
fit ellipse assigned to all chondrules and calcium-aluminium inclusions (CAIs) observable in the section. Long axes form a
relatively consistent N–S trend, indicative of shortening and therefore compression in the E–W orientation; 2) microscale,
contoured lower hemisphere equal area plot of matrix from LAM after Forman et al. (2017) and corresponding BSE map of the
measured area. Corrected orientation of the lower hemisphere plot indicates compression in the NNW–SSE orientation
according to the crystallographic orientations across 304,194 olivine matrix grains; 3) BSE image of CAI and surrounding matrix
regions, including the region of the LAM of the CAI, and four surrounding high-resolution matrix grain sites. Arrows and lines
(yellow and orange) demonstrate the orientation of the short axis of the olivine matrix grains, and the pink dotted line indicates
the orientation of the weak lineation formed by the pyroxene grains within the CAI. All high-resolution matrix sites indicate
compression against the CAI edge, which is variable (NNW–SSE, SSW–NNE, and E–W) while the lineation in the CAI indicates
a “flow” along the length of the CAI; 4) BSE image of the two chondrules (C1 and C2) and the surrounding matrix regions that
demonstrate an observable crystallographic preferred orientation. Matrix grains are predominantly flattened against the
chondrule edges and are strongest situated to the SE and NW of the chondrules. We use this to infer the orientation of
compression to be NW–SE as determined from the high-resolution matrix grain sites. (Color figure can be viewed at
wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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based on the NNW–SSE orientation of the <100> CPO,
and the same girdle maxima in <001>, perpendicular to
<100> (Figure 3), that is seen in many other regions
across this sample. Figures 4–6 demonstrate that most
100 lm 9 100 lm matrix grain sites around each
chondrule (C1, C2, Figures 5 and 6, respectively) and the
CAI (Figure 4) demonstrate point maximas in <100> that
are oriented perpendicular to the component edge. In
addition, many of the same sites demonstrate a girdle
maxima in <001>, oriented parallel to the edge of the
component. While the absolute orientations are variable,
the orientation relationship of the matrix grain CPOs and
larger meteoritic components is very similar.

Observations by Forman et al. (2019) and Watt
et al. (2006) have shown that <100> is the shortest
physical dimension of the olivine matrix grains in
Allende, and <001> is the longest dimension.
Consequently, at all sites where the point maxima in
<100> or the girdle maxima in <001> is observed, the
matrix grains collectively demonstrate a flattening CPO,
either compressed in a specific absolute orientation or
compacted against a chondritic component; regardless,
the driver is compression. We therefore interpret the
orientation of the <100> axis to be the direction of
compaction. This flattening CPO is consistent with
previous observations within Allende and is in agreement
with the evidence of flattening observed from meso-scale
components (Bland et al., 2011; Forman et al., 2016,
2017; Muxworthy et al., 2017; Nakamura et al., 2000;
Scott et al., 1992; Tait et al., 2016; Watt et al., 2006).

Orientation of Compression
Experimental impact results demonstrated that

chondrule-like components generally flatten
perpendicular to the axis of compression (Nakamura
et al., 1995, 2000) at low pressures (<25 GPa; Tomeoka
et al., 1999). Here, the general orientation of the long axis
of meso-scale components is ~N–S (Figure 8.1), which is
consistent with an ~E–W axis of compression.

The orientation of the internal CAI lineation fabric
in relation to the overall shape of the CAI is in agreement
with the “flow”-like process suggested by Tait
et al. (2016); the long axis (<001>) of the grains would
align with the direction of flow, that is, along the
resultant long edge of the CAI, and consequently
perpendicular to the direction of compression. As the
elongation of the CAI is concurrent with the elongation
of other meso-scale features, it stands that the lineation
observed is approximately perpendicular to the direction
of compression. We therefore interpret this lineation to
be driven by the same compressive forces as the flattening
fabrics seen in the chondrules.

Matrix regions imply a variety of compaction
orientations. The LAM, re-analyzed after Forman et al.

(2017), indicates compression in the NNW–SSE
orientation (Figure 8.2). Olivine matrix grains within the
LAM around the CAI to the east (Figures 4 and 8.3) are
consistent with compression in the NW–SE orientation,
and grains to the west are consistent with E–W
compression orientation (Figure 8.3). The asymmetry of
the matrix CPOs around C1 [a–g] and C2 [a–h] can be
further used to infer the direction of compression; the
strongest CPOs are broadly found to the SE and NW of
the chondrules; and as these are flattening CPOs, this
coincides with compression in the NW–SE orientation
(Figure 8.4). Finally, the high-resolution sites to the west
and east of the CAI indicate compression in the NE–SW
and NW-SE orientations, respectively (Figure 8.3). Here,
we note that as most point maxima CPOs appear in the
plane of the sample (i.e., are displayed close to or at the
edge of the lower hemisphere equal area plots), we can
consider the compression directions within this plane.

Petrofabric Origin on the Allende Parent Body

There are clear differences in the orientation of the
CPOs and inferred directions of compaction at the
different scales (Figure 8); at the meso-scale, broadly
E–W with some variation; collective matrix at the LAM
microscale indicates compression NNW–SSE; matrix at
high-resolution sites around chondrules and within the
LAM east of the CAI indicate compression in the
NW–SE orientation; and high-resolution matrix regions to
the west of the CAI indicate compression in the NE–SW.
This demonstrates a variation in compaction direction of
approximately 125°, but this is not inconsistent with an
impact-driven compaction model.

Single, High-Intensity Impact
Firstly, considerations must be made for the

possibility of heterogeneities within the matrix as the
cause for differing chondrule/CAI and matrix
compressional records from a single, high-intensity
impact event (Bland et al., 2014; Davison et al., 2016;
Forman et al., 2017). Matrix is known to record
heterogeneities of shockwave interactions that may not
be detected when examining larger components such as
chondrules (Bland et al., 2014; Davison et al., 2014, 2016,
2017; Forman et al., 2016, 2017). Fine-grained matrix
regions are highly porous, especially when compared with
non-porous or low-porosity chondrules, and during
impacts, the pore spaces collapse, creating temperature
and pressure excursions (Bland et al., 2014; Davison
et al., 2016), which allow for grain realignment and
deformation in response to the compressional force.
While it is possible that a single impact event could
generate similar orientation variation within the matrix as
seen here (Bland et al., 2014), it is improbable that this

540 L. V. Forman et al.

 19455100, 2023, 4, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/m

aps.13970 by N
ational H

ealth A
nd M

edical R
esearch C

ouncil, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [16/02/2024]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense



meteorite was only affected by a single, porosity-reducing
impact while on the CV parent body. Other planetary
bodies are predicted to have undergone multiple impacts
(Lindgren et al., 2015) and impacts are very common
throughout the evolution of our solar system.

The shock stage of Allende –(S1; Scott et al., 1992) is
inconsistent with a high-intensity impact scenario. The
large reduction in matrix porosity from the predicted
starting material (~70% pre-compacted matrix porosity;
Bland et al., 2014), 26% matrix porosity now (Nakamura
et al., 2000) necessitates a relatively high-intensity impact
be responsible if only one impact has affected the Allende
sample. Minimal shock features, and the lack of traditional
shock markers such as melting and fracturing, imply that
Allende did not experience greater than 5 GPa of peak
pressure during impact, and limited heating is evident
within the sample. Furthermore, experimental impacts
using Allende as the starting material demonstrated that
pressures of 11–21 GPa progressively generated less
porosity and greater degrees of chondrule flattening
(Nakamura et al., 2000). The average aspect ratio of
chondrules in Allende is 1.10 (Nakamura et al., 1995,
2000), which is consistent with very low shock pressures
(Scott et al., 1992; St€offler et al., 1991). Consequently, the
evidence does not support a high-intensity impact scenario.

Heterogeneities arising from a single impact are likely
to be inconsistent across large areas (Bland et al., 2014;
Davison et al., 2014, 2016, 2017; Nakamura et al., 2000).
The CPOs measured within the high-resolution matrix
regions here are not simply random; there is an
observable pattern consistent with a different
compression direction to the meso-scale features.
Predictions from the modeling of Bland et al. (2014)
determined that matrix variations, in terms of heating
and pressure excursions, coincide with the direction of
shockwave propagation; regions on the lee side of
chondrules would be shielded from the effects of the
shockwave; and matrix regions on the opposite side
would experience amplified temperature and pressure
excursions. If we use CPO presence and strength as an
indicator for relative temperature and pressure excursions
within the sample, our results are therefore consistent
with a compression in the NW–SE orientation (Bland
et al., 2014), which is inconsistent with the compression
orientation implied by the meso-scale features.

We note that high-resolution matrix regions around
the chondrules and CAI demonstrate localized fabrics
against the closest resistant chondritic object. CPO
heterogeneities can arise within the matrix dictated by the
relative location and distance to nearby resistant objects
(Forman et al., 2017; Watt et al., 2006), and also are
dependent on the competence of said “resistant” objects;
the CAIs in Allende demonstrate the greatest degree of
shortening and strain partitioning when compared with

matrix and chondrules (64.4% vs. 21.5% vs. 17.6%,
respectively; Tait et al., 2016). It therefore follows that
matrix CPOs around the CAI may be expected to be
related more closely to the orientation of the attenuating
compressive shockwave, rather than the location with
respect to the CAI edges. However, the matrix CPOs here
are aligned approximately with the edge of the CAI but
are much weaker than matrix CPOs seen elsewhere. This
suggests that matrix CPO orientations around CAIs are
a combination result from both the orientation of
shockwave attenuation and the relationship to the CAI
edges. Around chondrules, which are much more resistant
to shortening owing to the lack of porosity and mineralogy
(Tait et al., 2016), matrix is likely to exhibit much stronger
CPOs that are closely related to the shape of the chondrule
edge closest to the region, rather than the absolute
orientation of the attenuating shockwave. However, here
we have employed asymmetry relationships to deduce the
orientation of the compression shockwave.

The examination of matrix regions at different scales
and over small and large areas have all yielded different
results to the meso-scale components. The purpose of
measuring a large number of grains over the LAMs was
to mitigate the effects of CPO heterogeneities (Forman
et al., 2017), which was successful. Regardless, in many
cases, the microscale high-resolution mapped areas
surrounding the chondrules are approximately in
agreement with the orientation of compression as
suggested by results from the microscale LAM data. This
suggests that the matrix regions collectively record a
different compression direction to the meso-scale features
based on orientation of compaction measurement
criteria. We consequently deem it unlikely that matrix
heterogeneities arising from a single impact could have
produced the observable CPO configurations.

Multiple Impacts
We next consider the potential that multiple impact

events occurred at different orientations. As noted in
many studies (Bland et al., 2011, 2014; Nakamura
et al., 1995, 2000; Rubin & Swindle, 2011; Scott
et al., 1992), the larger components, such as chondrules
and CAIs, would have flattened when the matrix was still
highly porous. We, therefore, predict that compression
occurred in the E–W orientation to flatten and align the
meso-scale components during one of the earliest
compression events. After this point in time, it is possible
that the matrix retained some of its porosity; Allende
does not exhibit evidence of high-pressure impact events
that could reduce the porosity to the currently observed
porosity in a single event (Nakamura et al., 1995, 2000;
Scott et al., 1992). The matrix likely, therefore, records
evidence of subsequent gentle compactional events at
slightly different orientations. Impact experiments using
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Allende as the starting material found that with increased
impact pressures, the material had lowered matrix
porosities and higher aspect ratios of the chondrules
(Nakamura et al., 2000). These experimental pressures
are higher than Allende has experienced (11–21 GPa
experimentally; Nakamura et al., 2000), compared to
<5 GPa for Allende (Fritz et al., 2017; Scott et al., 1992)
and consequently porosity is highly likely to have been
preserved following the initial chondrule-flattening
impact event and subsequent impacts. Impact
compaction modeling demonstrated that single impacts
at speeds over 3 km s�1 generated widespread melting
due to collapse of pores in initially highly porous media
(Bland et al., 2014); such melting is not observed in
Allende; further supporting that multiple, gentle impacts
were the driver of parent body compaction.

Matrix grain CPOs shown here formed in response to
the direction of compaction (e.g., Figure 3) or flattened
according to the angle at which the nearest component
edge was situated (e.g., Figures 4–8). The high-resolution
regions around chondrules and CAIs, and the large area
mapped region of matrix, indicate compression in the
NW-SE and NNW–SSE/NNE–SSW orientations,
respectively, which is approximately 125° at maximum
from the inferred compression based on meso-scale
observations. If we consider Allende’s location on the CV
parent body, a variation of up to 125° in shockwave
propagation direction is conceivably achieved by
different impacts on the parent body surface. Allende

experienced temperatures of up to ~600 K on the parent
body (Bonal et al., 2006), implying the sample originated
from some depth in order to reach these temperatures
during thermal metamorphism. Investigations into the
CV3 Kaba used the magnetization of the sample to infer
the depth of the sample on the parent body. In lieu of
any such approximation in the literature for Allende, we
used the depth inferred for Kaba, which was predicted to
be 2–4 km (Dodds et al., 2021). It is clear from this
approximation, shown in Figure 9, that impact events,
gentle in nature as is dictated by the lack of shock
features within the sample, likely propagated to the
location of Allende from only one side of the parent body
generating hemispheric shock features. This could easily
generate the variation in compaction orientation across
the different scales shown here, where matrix porosity
remained after the initial impact that compacted and
oriented the chondrules and CAIs.

The process of accretion of all planetary bodies
involves the collision and assimilation of planetary
materials (Agnor & Asphaug, 2004; Weidenschilling,
2019; Weidenschilling & Cuzzi, 2006). We have
considered the effects of impacts into the parent body
when the CV parent body had mostly accreted, however
as impacts are involved in the process of accretion of
asteroids, our observations may record evidence of inter-
accretion impact events. This would mean it is highly
likely that Allende would demonstrate evidence of
impacts from different locations/directions as the CV

Surface of porous 
asteroid

Location of Allende on parent body

Impact

Depth of ~2-4 km

Approximation of shockwave propagation

Potential range of compression orientations

FIGURE 9. Simplified schematic of CV parent body, relative depth of Allende, and the orientations from which potential
impacts may have affected the sample. The depth is based on findings related to the CV Kaba by Dodds et al. (2021) owing to a
lack of depth estimation for Allende in the literature. (Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com.)
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parent body continued to form. Given how frequently
impacts are predicted to have occurred in the early stages
of solar system evolution (Ciesla et al., 2013), both during
and after accretion, multiple, gentle impacts on the CV
parent body are the most probable theory for creating the
observations we see here. The multiple gentle impact
theory is also supported by findings from experimental
compaction research on the CV chondrites (Nakamura
et al., 2000) and observations of flattened meso-scale
features within unshocked CM chondrites (Lindgren
et al., 2015).

CONCLUSIONS

We examined the CV3 chondrite Allende to assess
geological evidence of impact-induced compaction at the
meso- and micro-scales. Using high-resolution
photography and EBSD analyses across multiple scales,
we were able to build an integrated understanding of
compaction across the different length scales and assess
the likelihood of potential impact scenarios.

Meso-scale evidence of compression was observed as
flattened and aligned CAIs across the 25 cm diameter
slab (Figure 1) and chondrules and CAIs across the thin
section WAM 13102. These components indicate an E–W
compression occurred with respect to the frame of the
sample in Figures 2 and 8. Micro-scale observations were
made from multiple sources; high-resolution sites around
chondrules and a CAI, and LAMs, firstly collected across
an elongate CAI and secondly via reanalysis of LAM
data from Forman et al. (2017) over a region of matrix
and meso-scale components. Variations in CPO strength
and orientation imply that these matrix zones record
uniaxial compression in the general E–W, NNW–SSE,
NW–SE, and NE–SW orientations.

The difference in apparent orientation of
compression at the different scales here is attributed to
Allende recording evidence of multiple, gentle impact
events; meso-scale components are predicted to have
flattened while matrix porosity was very high; however,
the matrix may record evidence of subsequent impact
events as porosity is highly likely to have remained after
the first compactional impact based on experimental
findings (Nakamura et al., 1995, 2000). We therefore
predict at least one impact occurred in the E–W
orientation in the plane of this sample (Figure 8) to
flatten the meso-scale components, followed by multiple,
gentle impacts in the NW–SE and NE–SW orientations
to generate weak–moderate CPOs in the matrix regions.
A simplified schematic indicated this ~125° variation in
impact orientation is not only possible, but likely, while
Allende resided on the CV parent body. This theory of
multiple impacts is supported by findings from the CM

chondrite Murchison (Lindgren et al., 2015), and also
experimental findings from the CV chondrites
(Nakamura et al., 2000).

The CAI examined here was a fine-grained type and
presented an internal lineation petrofabric unlike the
planar flattening textures seen elsewhere in the sample.
We conclude that this is evidence of “flow” of a CAI in
response to shockwave attenuation, as predicted by Tait
et al. (2016), whereby highly malleable and porous
CAIs fill their own porosity first at initial compression
events, and then “flow” into nearby pores in response
to further impacts. This is the first crystallographic
evidence of this kind found in Allende and is supported
by meso-scale findings of strain partitioning (Tait
et al., 2016).

The integrated use of high-resolution photography,
and both large area and high-resolution BSE and EBSD
mapping enabled a development in our understanding of
the effects of impact-induced compaction, directly
comparable at different scales. The primary conclusion of
this study—that Allende experienced multiple, gentle
impacts on the parent body—may not have been arrived at
if meso- and micro-scale impact evidence were explored in
isolation. The collective geological histories of chondritic
materials are complex, but with improved technology and
integrated approaches such as that described here, we can
further constrain the processes acting during asteroid
formation and evolution within our solar system.
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