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Overview

◼Background

◼Methodology

◼ Findings – Current students

◼ Findings – Industry and Alumni

◼Next steps

◼Questions
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

◼ Curriculum Planning Day

◼ Increasing employment 
opportunities – NDIS

◼ Increasing numbers of Curtin 
Access Plans

◼ No specific ‘disability’ unit - 
throughlines

Background
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https://unknowncystic.wordpress.com/2012/05/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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1. Curriculum mapping

2. Surveys – Current BSW & MSWQ 
students, Alumni and Industry 
Partners

3. Focus groups – Staff, Current 
Students, Alumni and Industry 
Partners

Methodology
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Findings – current students
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https://open.lib.umn.edu/infostrategies/chapter/9-1-interviewing-as-a-research-skill/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://sherreymeyer.com/survey-responses-findings/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Findings – current students

Findings –students

◼ Many students expressed concern about the working conditions and context of the 
disability sector 

◼ Some noted they lacked sufficient knowledge of disability and NDIS to work in the 
disability sector 

◼ Suggestions for the course:

1) Lived experience 

2) Place-based learning 

3) Embedding disability and NDIS content across course OR specific disability unit

4) NDIS specific learning 

“There are so many social workers needed in the disability field and implementing a more thorough 

education of this area is likely to steer more future practitioners in that direction!”
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Findings – industry and alumni

Findings – industry and alumni
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Findings – industry and alumni

Next phase/ where to from here?

◼ Considerations going forward: the changing landscape and addressing intersectionality                                        
 “Everyone experiences disability differently”

◼ Suggestions for the course:

1) Lived experience 

2) Focus on dignity of risk and supported decision making

3) Intersection of disability for women experiencing abuse and trauma

4) Legislation and historical factors 

5) NDIS specific learning 

◼ Course mapping in preparation curriculum implementing recommendations.
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Questions
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