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Elder abuse

14.6% Estimated Prevalence (60 years + in community)1

Sub-types: Financial (42%) Psychological (35%), Neglect (10%), 
Physical (8%), Social (5%), Sexual (0.1%)2

 

Perpetrators2: 

  95% family members (‘trust’); 15% ‘non-trust’
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Risk Factors

(Socio)ecological model of risk of Elder Abuse3,4:

• Individual: dependency/disability, low income, 
gender, age, ethnicity/diverse background

• Perpetrator: mental health issues, substance abuse, 
dependency, criminal record, childhood FDV, Pan-
violence, education, minority status, social isolation

• Relationship: family culture, relationship dynamics
• Community: geographical location, degree of 

service support and availability
• Societal: ageist stereotypes, cultural norms

Elder Abuse Responses

Helplines, 
Counselling, 
FDV services, 
Elder Law

??? 

Elder 
mediation

Education, 
awareness raising, 
policy & 
legislation

Work to be done!!
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Service integration model

Primary prevention: information, 
education, screening

Secondary responses: Risk assessment, 
referral, advocacy, counselling, 
mediation, specialist 
legal/medical/financial

Tertiary statutory: Legal and Statutory 
responses

References
1. Yon, Y., Mikton, C. R., Gassoumis, Z. D., & Wilber, K. H. (2017). Elder abuse prevalence in 

community settings: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Lancet Glob Health, 5(2), 
e147-e156.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s2214-109x(17)30006-2 

2. Elder Abuse Prevention Unit. (2016). Elder Abuse Prevention Unit: Year in Review 2016. 
Chermside, QLD: Elder Abuse Prevention Unit. 

3. Pillemer, K., Burnes, D., Riffin, C., & Lachs, M. S. (2016). Elder Abuse: Global Situation, Risk 
Factors, and Prevention Strategies. The Gerontologist, 56(Suppl 2), S194-S205.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnw004 

4. World Health Organization. (2015). World report on Ageing and Health. Geneva: WHO. 

5

6

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s2214-109x(17)30006-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnw004

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Elder abuse
	Slide 3: Risk Factors
	Slide 4: Elder Abuse Responses
	Slide 5: Service integration model
	Slide 6: References

